AMENDED IN SENATE JANUARY 5, 2004
AMENDED IN SENATE MARCH 13, 2003

SENATE BILL No. 136

Introduced by Senator Figueroa

February 5, 2003

Soeaebteanrend Seetep DEEE L of the Jpoimecs ol rerossiONs
Code—tende Secten 1A0O A D te tan ol Cape ouedlta oppenel Soction
; i tsact to amend
Sections 4984.7 and 4996.3 of the Business and Professions Code,
relating to professions and vocations, and declaring the urgency
thereof, to take effect immediately.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSELS DIGEST

SB 136, as amended, Figueroa—Centrddtariage and family
therapists: clinical social workers: examinations

Existing law provides for licensing and regulation of marriage and
family therapists and clinical social workers by the Board of Behavioral
Sciences. Existing law imposes certain examination fees for persons
seeking to become licensed in these professions, including fees for
written and oral examinations.

This bill would delete the requirement for an oral examination and
instead require an applicant who is successful in passing the written
examination to also take a written clinical vignette examination. The
bill would establish the fee for taking the written clinical vignette
examination at $100. The bill would authorize the board to adjust all
examination fees for these professions beginning on January 1, 2005,
to reflect actual costs incurred in holding the examinations. The bill
would make other related changes.
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This bill would declare that it is to take effect immediately as an
urgency statute.

HExistng—taw—the—Eleetronic—and—Apphance—Repatr—Dealer
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\Vote: ajerity 23. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program:-yes
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The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECHON-1-—Seetion-9855-2-of the Business-and-Prefessions

SECTION 1. Section 4984.7 of the Business and Professions
Code is amended to read:

4984.7. Theamount of the fees prescribed by this chapter that
relate to licensing of persons to engage in the business of marriage
and family therapy is that established by the following schedule:

(a) The fee for applications for examination received on or after
January 1, 1987, shall be one hundred dollars ($100).

(b) The fee for issuance of the initial license shall be a
maximum of one hundred eighty dollars ($180).

(c) For those persons whose license expires on or after January
1, 1996, the renewal fee shall be a maximum of one hundred eighty
dollars ($180).

(d) The delinquency fee shall be ninety dollars ($90). Any
person who permits his or her license to become delinquent may
have it restored only upon the payment of all fees that he or she
would have paid if the license had not become delinquent, plus the
payment of any and all outstanding delinquency fees.

(e) For those persons registering as interns on or after January
1, 1996, the registration fee shall be-ninseyenty-fivedollars
{$90) ($75).

(f) For those persons whose registration as an intern expires on
or after January 1, 1996, the renewal fee shall be seventy-five
dollars ($75).

(g) Thestandardwritten examination fee shall be one hundred
dollars ($100). After successfully passing gtandardwritten
examination, each applicant fer-othe clinical vignette written
examination shall submittwonehundred dollars{$20@$100)
Applicants failing to appear for any examination, once having
been scheduled, shall forfeit any examination fees géidctive
January 12005, the examination fees for the standard written and
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clinical vignette written examinations shall be based on the actual
cost to the board of developing, purchasing, and grading of each
examination, plus the actual cost to the board of administering
each examination. The written examination fees shall be adjusted
periodically by egulation to reflect the actual costs incurred by the
board.

(h) An applicant who fails angtandard or clinical vignette
written -er—eral examination may within one year from the
notificationdate of that failure, retake the examination as regularly
scheduled without further application upon payment of one
hundreddollars ($100) for thetandardwritten reexamination and
two one hundred dollars—$200§$100) for the -eral clinical
vignette reexamination. Thereafter, the applicant shall not be
eligible for further examination until he or she files a new
application, meets all current requirements, and pays all fees
required. Persons failing to appear for the reexamination, once
having been scheduled, shall forfeit any reexamination fees paid.

(i) The fee for rescoring any written examination shall be

twenty dollars ($20)—Fhefeeforappeal-of-an-oral-examination
shalbeenebuaarecaalas (400

() The fee for issuance of any replacement registration,
license, or certificate shall be twenty dollars ($20).

(k) The fee for issuance of a certificate or letter of good
standing shall be twenty-five dollars ($25).

With regard to all license, examination, and other fees, the board
shall establish fee amounts at or below the maximum amounts
specified in this chapter.

SEC. 2. Section 4996.3 of the Business and ProfesSautes
is amended to read:

4996.3. (a) Each application fothe standard written
examination received on or after January 1, 1999, shall be
accompanied by an application fee of one hundred dollars ($100)
and a fee of up to one hundred fifty dollars ($150), including the
standard writterexamination fee and related administrative costs
for the standardwritten examination. After successfully passing
thestandardwritten examination, each applicant shall submait two
one hundred dollars{$20Q100) for the-eralclinical vignette
written examination. Applicants failing to appear for any
examination, once having been scheduled, shall forfeit any
examinatiorfees paidEffective January 1, 2005, the examination
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fees for the standard written and clinical vignette written
examinations shall be based on the actual cost to the board of
developing, purchasing, and grading of each examination, plus
the actual cost to the board of administering each examination.
The written examination fees shall be adjusted periodically by
regulation to reflect the actual costs incurred by the board.

(b) The fee for rescoring-any written examination shall be

twenty dollars ($20)—Fhe-fee-foran-appeat-ofan-oral-examination
shal-be-ene-hundred-dotars{($100

(c) The fee for issuance of the initial license shall be a
maximum of one hundred fifty-five dollars ($155).

(d) With regard to all license, examination, and other fees, the
board shall establish fee amounts at or below the maximum
amounts specified in this chapter.

SEC. 3. This act is an urgency statute necessary for the
immediate preservation of the public peace, health, or safety
within the meaning of Article IV of the Constitution and shall go
into immediate effect. The facts constituting the necessity are:

In order that changes to the examination process for licensees
of the Board of Behavioral Sciences may be implemented at the
earliest possible time, it is necessary for this act to take effect
immediately.

Codeisamendedto+ead:
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